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SUBJECT: FRENCH REACTION TO REPORTS ON POSTPONEMENT 
OF CIEC. 

1 . WE CONTACTED MFA WORKING-LEVEL OFFICIAL 
RESPONSIBLE FOR CIEC (JEANTELOT) NOVEMBER 20 TO SEEK 
REACTION TO SPATE OF WIRE SERVICE STORIES FROM PARIS 
AND BRUSSELS (PARTICULARLY BY AFP) TO EFFECT THAT 
"INFORMED SOURCES'" BELIEVE CIEC CANNOT BE HELD ON 
SCHEDULED DECEMBER 16 DATE. JEANTELOT EXPRESSED 
SURPRISE AT PRESS REPORTS AND SAID GOF WAS STILL 
INTENDING THAT CIEC BE HELD ON DECEMBER 16. HE 
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BASICALLY NEGATIVE FRENCH REACTION TO PROPOSAL FOR 
INCREASED NUMBER OF LDC SEATS (USUN 6034 NOTAL). HE 
SAID THAT GOF VIEWS ON THIS POINT HAD ALSO BEEN PASSED 
IN LAST FEW DAYS TO PERREZ GUERRERO DURING HIS STAY 
IN GENEVA. 

2. ARTICLE IN TODAY'S LE MONDE ALSO TREATS, IN SOME 
DETAIL, FRENCH CONTACTS WITH GROUP OF 77 IN NEW YORK 
AND CONCLUDES THAT DECEMBER MEETING MAY HAVE TO BE 
DELAYED IN ORDER TO GIVE TIME FOR NEW ROUND OF 
BILATERAL CONTACTS TO IRON OUT MEMBERSHIP PROBLEMS. 

ARTICLE ALSO POSES QUESTION "WHETHER US IS NOT 

ATTEMPTING TO USE THIS DIPLOMATIC IMBROGLIO TO BACKTRACK EITHER 

DIRECTLY OR THROUGH THE BRITISH. IT WAS NOT ENTIRELY 

BY CHANCE THAT MESSRS WILSON AND ENDERS WERE THE FIRST 

TO REVEAL THE DIFFICULTIES BEING EXPERIENCED BY THE 

GROUP OF 77 IN NEW YORK. IN WASHINGTON, THE BASIC 

QUESTION CONTINUES TO BE WHETHER THE U.S. REALLY WANTS 

TO BEGIN THE DIALOGUE." COMMENT: THE LE MONDE ARTICLE 

CLEARLY LOOKS LIKE A GOF LEAK, IN AN APPARENT EFFORT TO 

TAKE THE FRENCH OFF THE SPOT IN THE EVENT THAT THE 

DECEMBER SCHEDULE CANNOT BE MET. 
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